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Of forms if prayer FE particularly thoſe 
f jo of tbe Church of ny . 
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s ERM ON 


Preach'd in the 
Pariſh Chu rch of Sr. M y di Bon, 


According to the laſt-will of Mr. Jobn 
Hutchins Citizen and Goldſmith, 


On St. Mark's day, 1745. 


When there was a collection for the 
Charity Children, 
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Mr. Samuel Sandeforth, 


TREASURER; 


Mr. Thomas Leach, Mr. William Caldwall, 
Mr. Thomas Paris Mr. James Dobſon, 
Mr. Jobn Drinktoater, Mr. Henry Oldham, 
Mr. Thomas Brunskell, Mr. Thomas Gheſſon, | 
Mr. John Whiting, Mr. Gabriel Sleatb, 
Mr. Henry Clarke, Mr. Jobn Blackall, 
Mr. Soper Hayter, Mr. Michael Martindale, 
Mr. Leonard Pead, * 


Citizens and Truſtees of Mr. Hutchin?'s Charity. 


GENTLEMEN, | ry 
HEN I had preached this 
Sermon at Your deſire, You 
were very importunate with 
me to -publiſh it. I defer'd it, in 
hopes that You would think better 
of it; but upon Your continued ap- 
plication it is given up to Vou; and _ 
I wiſh only, that it may prove as ſa - Ef 
tisfactory to the Readers, as You ſaid "0 
A 3 it 


J 
it was to You and the reſt of the 
Fear. 

Let me now in my turn requeſt 
of You, to ſhew Your zeal and af. 
fection for the Church of England, 
now eſpecially in theſe times of dan- 
ger and trouble, by a conſtant and 
devout attendence upon its worſhip 
and ſervice. Other. means are to 
be -employ'd in our defence beſides 
religion, but without religion all 


other means will be ineffectual. They, 


who beſt diſcharge their duty to God, 
will beſt fulfill their other obligations 


of loyalty to their King, and love 


to their Country. And in this con- 


Hdence of You I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 3 
Wur moſt faithful 


and obedient Servant, 


Thomas Newton. 


LUKE XL... 


Lord teach us to pray, as John 


alſo taught his d ſciples. 


RAYER is a duty neceſſarily 
ariſing from the relation of 
| man to God; and public 
prayer is as much our duty, as we 
are members of ſociety, as private 
prayer is our duty, as we are indi- 
vidual and fingle perſons. That we 
| ſhould therefore pray unto God, all 
who have any ſenſe of religion are 
agreed; but they differ greatly as to 


the matter and manner of their pe- 


titions. There is an excellent dia- 


logue in * Plazo between Socrates and 
Alcibiades, wherein is ſhewn the 
great difficulty of framing our peti- 
© » * Alcibiades ſecundus five De precatione. 

IE tions 
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defects of natural reaſon, infers from 


alſo the form and manner wherein 
we are to offer them. And yet there 


F | 
tions ſo, as they may prove accepta- 
ble to God and beneficial -to our- 
ſelves; and Socrates, ſenſible of the 


thence the neceſſity of divine reve- 

lation, and expreſſes his hopes and 

expectations, that ſome divine perſon 
would be ſent from heaven to teach Ich. 
and inſtruct us as in other parts of of 
our duty, fo particularly in the ex- Ith 
erciſe of our devotions. The diſci- Han 


ples of our Lord were conſcious of Ve 


the ſame wants and infirmities; and Fu 
therefore they apply themſelves to N 
him, that he would each them to in 
pray as Fohn alſo taught his diſciples. 
Our Saviour teaches them according- 
ly; and in them hath taught us not 
only the true Object of worſhip but 
alſo the beſt method of worſhipping 
him, not only what petitions we are 
to offer at the throne of grace but 


are 


EV 7 _ 
re men, who pretend to be fo 
much wiſer than the reſt of man- 
kind, as to want none of theſe aſ- 
ſiſtances and inſtructions; they are 
for pouring out their ſpirit in ex- 
temporary prayer, and utterly con- 
demn all ſet forms: And even of 
thoſe, who may approve ſet forms 
of prayer, ſome may yet diſapprove 
the forms preſcribed in our Liturgy, 
and imagin that others more con- 
renient and proper may be ſubſti- 
tuted in their place. For our own 
rindication and ſatisfaction therefore 
in points of ſuch importance we 
will farſt attempt to prove the la-FƷ. 
uneſs and expediency of ſet forms of 
rayer in general, and ſecondly en- 
deavor to ſhew the excellency of our 
un form in particular; if not to 
convince our adverſaries, yet at 
_— to juſtify ourſelves in the uſe 
or it. | . 


Firſt 


f fulneſe and expediency of ſet forms 


[ * 18 
Firſt we are to prove zhe Jay. 
prayer in general. And for the ſake 


of brevity as much as of order, our 
proofs ſhall be reduced to two kind 


and ſhall be drawn partly from the 


authority of Scripture and part 
from the reaſon of the thing. 

1. We have the authority of Seri | 
ture plainly on our fide, and what 


better authority can we deſire ? Are 


any of our modern Sectariſts wiſer 


than Solomon? but he in his directi- 


Cecleſ. v. 
and let not thy heart be haſty to utter 


ons for our behaviour in the houſe 
of God, forbids all long extemporary 
prayers; Be not raſh with thy mouth 


any thing before God, for God is in 


Heaven, and thou upon earth; there 


fore let thy words be few. And much 


to the ſame purpoſe the ſon of 5: 
rach exhorts us; Before thou prayeh, 


OEM: prepare thyſelf, and be not as one thu 
zempreth the Lord. In the Law dl 
Moſes the form is preſcribed, wherein 

„ | tis 


. 
the prieſts ſhould bleſs the people. 


As the people ſtood in need always of 


the ſame bleſſing, ſo was it to be 
implored always in the ſame words; 
The Lord bleſs thee and keep thee ; Numb. vi. 
tbe Lord make his face ſhine upon thee, © TW 


and be gracious unto thee, the Lord 


lift up his countenance upon thee, and 


give thee peace; which very form of 


bleſſing we ſtill retain in the Com- 
mination-Office, and in the Order 

for the Viſitation of the Sick. In 

like manner the form of bleſſing Numb x. 
at the removing and reſting of the 35 3 
ark, the form of prayer for the ex- Det 2 
piation of an uncertain murder, the 7.8, 9. 


form of confeſſion and prayer of him 
who offereth the basket of firſt-fruits 3, . 


and of him who giveth his third 


year's tithes are all preſcribed and 
appointed in the Law; and would 
ſuch forms have been appointed, if 
all forms were unlawful? But we 


need not inſiſt upon ſingle proofs, 


when we can produce a whole book 


together, 


[ 12 ] 
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together. For was not the bock ef 


Palms compoſed for the ſervice of 
the Temple? And is not this evident 
from the titles and inſcriptions of 
moſt of the Pſalms themſelves? And 


can you ſuppoſe that the nan after 


God's own heart was ignorant of the 
true manner of N 

Nay not only that David, but the 
whole Jr church were in an 
error from the beginning to the end? 
But you may conceive that this im- 
perfect way of worſhip was proper 


only for that imperfe& diſpenſation 


of the Jews; you may imagin that 

it favors altogether of their beggarly 
elements, and there ſhould no 
ſuch reſtraint and impoſition upon 
the ſpirit of Chriſtians. But how then 
cometh it to paſs, that John the 
Baptiſt delivers a form of prayer to 
his diſciples, as the Jewiſh maſters 
and doctors had alfo done before him 


to their diſciples? And why is our 


Saviour fo far from reprehending, 


that 


nipping him? 


Lawn? 11 ˙ a — — 


r 

that he follows his example? Would 
our Saviour have given a ſet form of 
prayer to his diſciples, if a ſet form 
1E 
; 


been any ſtinting of devotion? 
Or rather would he have done it, 
|| volcb it had been an help to devo- 
tion? And much more would he 
have repeated and recommended the 
game form twice, at different times 
and upon different occaſions? As 
Jgſepb ſaid unto Pharaoh, The dream Gen 
vas doubled becauſe the thing is** 
eftabliſh'd by God; ſo may it be faid 
in this caſe, the prayer was doubled, 
was repeated twice, that it might 
be eſtabliſhed, and together with it 
the lawfulneſs and expediency. of ſet 
forms of prayer might be evinced 
and eſtabliſhed beyond all reaſonable 
doubt and contradiction. - Nor were 
there ever any Chriſtians, who 
queſtioned: and oppoſed the uſe of 
ſet forms of prayer, till a century or 
two ago. The univerſal practice of 
the Church from the earlieſt ages, 
which 


. 
which is the beſt interpreter of 
Scripture, hath conſtantly favor'd it. 

Nor ſecondly let it be pretended, 


that tho Scripture be for us yet 


reafon is againſt us; for we have the 
reaſon of the thing on our {ide ag 
plainly as the authority of Scripture, 


A preſcribed form of worſhip'is not 


ſubject to the ſame inconveniences 


with extemporary effuſions. The 


great danger of unpremeditated 
prayer is, left it ſhould degenerate 


into a rhapſody of abſurdities and 
enthuſiaſm; and he muſt be an 
uncommon and powerful maſter in- 


deed of thought and expreſſion, who 


is able to ſpeak on a ſudden and yet 
ſpeak nothing improper in an addrefs 


to the majeſty of Heaven. A man 
ſhould be aſhamed of appearing 
with ſuch indigeſted crudities before 


his earthly Sovereign, or indeed be- 
fore any perſon of underſtanding. 


But-if there ſhould be nothing abſurd 


and unbecoming, yet the audience 
| muſt 


Tay] 1 
muſt firſt endevor to underſtand 
the words; and then they muſt _ 
weigh and conſider the - ſenſe and 
meaning; and then they muſt deli- 
berate whether ſuch ' requeſts are 
proper for perſons in their condition, 
before they can lawfully join in 
them; and by that time the miniſter 
is paſſed on to ſome other ſubject, 
which requires the like attention and 
conſideration ; and fo their curiofity 
may be raiſed, and they may exerciſe 
their judgment, but there can be 
ſcarce any room left for devotion. 
And as a precompoſed form of prayer 
is not ſubje& to the ſame inconve- 
niences with extemporary effuſions, 
ſo neither is it liable itſelf to any juſt 
ohjeckions. It is fo far from obſtruct- 
ing or quenching our devotion as is 
pretended, that it rather aſſiſts and 
inflames it; the matter and the words 
are both prepared to our hands, we 
know before what is to follow that 
we may lawfully join in it, and nao 


other 


[16 ] 

other attention is required but 1, 
raiſe our affections. And let me 
ask, is not the ſpirit of the congre. 
gation equally ſtinted whether the 
miniſter pray in an extemporary ot 
in a compoſed regular form? And 
which is more fit and proper for the 
people to receive a form of prayer 
from the wiſdom and authority of 
the whole church, or to depend 
upon the diſcretion of every {ing 
miniſter? But a precompoſed form 
of prayer is not only liable to no juſt 
objection; but hath beſides ſeveral 
advantages to recommend it. It i 
more for the Honor of almighty God 
_ expreſſes more reverence and devo- 
tion, preſerves greater propriety and 
decency of language, and in ſhort 
ſurpaſſes extemporary prayer, as much 
as ſound piety and religion exceed 
the freaks and rants of fanaticiſm 
and enthuſiaſm. It is likewiſe more 
for the edification of men as well as 
for the honor of God; for who can 
2 queſtion, | 
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queſtion, which 1s likely to be mo 


inſtructive and edifying, haſty con- 
ceptions, or ſtudied compoſitions; 


the thoughts of one, perhaps il- 


literate, man thrown out without pre- 
meditation, or the wiſdom of the 
Church prepared and digeſted into 
form and order? It is better not 
only for the people, but for the 
miniſters too; for as it prevents any 
vain oftentation of their talents in 


the more learned, ſo it ſupplies the 


more ignorant with what perhaps 
they could ill compoſe of themſelves; 


for in every profeſſion there are al- 


ways ſome of inferior genius and 
capacity, and it is good for theſe to 
have ſuch a proviſion made for them. 
Moreover it better eſtabliſhes and 


fecutes the unity of faith and wor- 
ſhips hinders the heterodox from 


infuſing their particular notions in 


their prayers, which is perhaps the 
. moſt artful and plauſible way of in- 


fuſing them; reduces all the Churches 
B | to 
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to an uniformity, prevents any dif. - 
agreement or contradiction in their 
petitions, and inſtructs them, as they 
worthip the ſame God, to worſhip 
him with the ſame mind and voice. 
And finally it is thewing to all the 
world the terms of our communion, 
and giving them a fair opportunity 
to. examin them before they join in 
it; whereas if there be no ſtated 
regular forms, we muſt have a fort 
of implicit faith in every miniſter, 
aſſent we know not why and pray 
for we know not . what, juſt as his 
temper or intereſt or caprice or paſ- || | 
ſions ſhall prompt and incite him. 
And this you may abſurdly call 
praying by the ſpirit if you pleaſe, | ® 
but every wiſe man will fay with J * 

| Cor. xiv. the Apoſtle, I will pray with the In 
1 ſpirit, and I will pray with th” 
underſtanding. alſo. of 

"Tis eaſy to ſay more, but we Nt 

hope that enough hath been faid, I 

to prove the laufulneſs and expediency I 


7 
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of ſet forms of prayer in general, 
and we ſhall now, as it was pro- 
poſed in the ſecond place, endevor 
to ſhew the excellency of our own 
form in particular. Not that a 
particular examination , of all the 
beauties in our Liturgy, or a parti- 
cular anſwer to all the objections - 
which have been made againſt it, 
can be propoſed or expected in one 
of theſe diſcourſes, Theſe things 
have been done to ſatisfaction again 
and again by ſeveral learned men, 
and the books are in every one's 
hands. Our time will allow us only 
to make ſome general reflections. 

1. It will very much recommend 
our Liturgy to conſider how and by 
whom it was compoſed, that it was 
not the production of this or that 
man, but the reſult of the wiſdom 
of our governors both in Church and 
State, The compilers of it were not 
only the beſt and wiſeſt men of that 


age in this nation, but they con- 


B 2 dulted 


Io] 
ſalted likewiſe the moſt eminent of 
the divines abroad, and had their 
approbation of it, and approved it 
yet farther themſelves by dying in 
it's defence. And ſince that time 
it hath received ſome corrections and 
improvements; and tho no work of 
man can pretend to perfection, yet 
it hath perhaps as few imperfections 
as any whatever. In theory poſſibly 
it may ſeem eaſy to correct and 
amend it, but it hath been found 
and will be found extremely difficult 
in practiſe. 
2. It is another recommendation 
of our Liturgy, that it is drawn up 
in our own mother-tongue; ſo that 
we may all underſtand it with eaſc 
and attend to it with pleaſure. In 
this reſpect as well as in others our 
Church is truly primitive and apoſto- 
lical; for when were prayers in an 
unknown tongue firſt introduced 


into the Church, and what was the 


occaſion of introducing them? Was 
| | it 


211 | 

it not becauſe the Rinks ſtill re- 
tained their Latin ſervice, after the 
Latin language was loſt among them 
by the courſe of time and inunda- 
tion of barbarous nations? It is true = 
indeed that God underſtands our i 
petitions in any language; and he | 
underſtands as well the breathings 4 
of our hearts, if we pray in no «Þ ; 
language at all. The deſign of our 

prayers is not to inform Omniſcience, 

but to acknowledge our own depen- 

dence; but how can they w——_— 

be ſaid to be out. prayers, i 11 we do 

not join in them? And how can we 

be ſaid to join in them, if we nei- = 
c | cher underſtand the ſenſe nor the „ 

words? If T know not the meaning 1 Cor xi. | 


, . cp — —— 


— . & ot 


— 


4 


” of the voice I ſhall be unto him that 
a ſpeaketh* a barbarian, and he that 
| 3 ſhall be a barbarian unto 
an 

5 It is a happineſs therefore that 
"6 our 8 is ſuch as all may join in 
fas it, becauſe all underſtand it; and 


herein we particularly follow the 
0 2 precept 


it 
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1 precept of the A poſtle, Let all things 
885 be 2 70 edi Hing. 

It recommends our Liturgy 
a more, that it was compoſed 
principally out of Scripture or out 
of antient Liturgies and . Fathers, 
There are not only ſeveral parts and 
paſlages borrowed intire, as particu- 
larly the Lord's prayer, and the 
Plalms and Leſſons in their monthly 
and yearly courſe, and St. Ambroſes 
- hymn called Ze Deum and the prayer 
+ St. Chryſoſtom, and the like: But 
even where intire parts and paſlages 
are not borrowed, and the very 
words of Scripture or of Fathers are 
not taken and applied, yet their 
{ſpirit and manner, their ſtyle and 
character are ſtill preſerved; and 
perhaps there is ſcarce any colled 
in our Liturgy, ſcarce any ſentiment 
or expreſſion that may not be juſti- 
fied by the authority of one or other 
of them. And what a comfort and 
ſatisfaction ſhould it be to us, that 
- 1 


7 | 
Toe] 
we are ſuch a ſound part of the Holy 
Catholic Church, that we thus main- 
tain the Communion of Saints, that 
we worſhip God in the ſame manner 
as the martyrs and confeſſors and 
beſt of Chriſtians did in the pureſt 
ages; and the ſpirit of their Litur- 
gies, like Elijab's upon Eliſba, hath 


| deſcended in a double portion upon 


Ours. | 
4. It is a farther recommendation 


of it, that our prayers are addreſſed 
to the proper object thro the proper 


mediator, to the one God thro the 


2 


9 


King ii, 


one mediator between God and men 1 Tim. ü. 


the man Chriſt Jeſus. Each collect * 


begins with a ſolemn invocation of 
the one, and concludes with the 
prevailing merits and interceſſion of 
the other. And in this inſtance again 
our Church is truly primitive and 


apoſtolical, and hath purged _ 


the dregs of later times. For loo 

into the Roman miſſals and manuals 

of devotion, and- you will find as 
| B 4 many 


” 
by — —— . ˙ A ˙ ůw . Y 


5er. vii. Lords many, but to us there is but 


the doctrine of Scripture, or a greater 


[ 24 ] 

many prayers directed to FE Virgin 

Mary as to God himſelf, as many 
offered thro' the mediation of Saints 

and Angels, as of the Son of God 

himſelf. And yet it is certain, that 

nothing can be more contrary to 


deviation from the practiſe of the Þas 
catholic Church for more at leaſt Ba 


than three centuries after Chriſt. Ia 


Let us congratulate ourſelves there- By 
fore, that our worſhip is reſtored to |; 
it's genuin ſimplicity and purity, fa 
Rome Chriſtian as well as Rome Wh 
Pagan may have' Gods many and 


one God the father of whom are all 
things and we in him; and one Lord , 
Feſus Chriſt by whom are all e 
and we by him. 

It is beſides a great e e 
of our Service to have ſo any ſhort. 
diftin& petitions, and renders them 
more fit and eaſy to be remember'd 
and 1 Our Liturgy in this 

reſpect 


e 

reſpect may be compared to a ſtring 
of pearls, every one valuable but 
altogether almoſt ineſtimable. If the 
whole was diſpoſed in one continued 
prayer, tho it ſhould not be tedious, 
yet it would keep our minds upon 
the ſtretch too long together; where- 


25 theſe. breaks and pauſes give relief, 


our fouls recover breath as it were, 


and we return to worſhip again 
with new ſpirit and vigor. Brevity 


is.2 beauty in all ſorts of compoſition, 


and eſpecially when man is addreſ- 
ing himſelf to God. Long prayers 
are too much like preaching to God 
Almighty. Sure we are that the Lord's 
Prayer, which was deſign'd to be a 
ſtandard and model for all others, is 
ſhort as it is comprehenſive ; and you 
know not whether to admire it more 
or it's fulneſs or it's brevity, 

6. The variety of our Service is 
another excellence in the compoſition 
of it, and contributes much to the 
eeping up of our attention and de- 

votion. 
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votion. A ſameneſs in any thing ſoon 
fatiates and wearies us; and it is as 
difficult to keep the mind as it is the 
body, long in one poſture. But by 


the beautiful intermixture of Prayer 


and Praiſe; of Supplication and 
Thankſgiving, of Confeſſion and Ab. 
ſolution, of Hymns and Creeds, of 
Pſalms and Leſſons, our wearineſs i; 


relieved, our attention is renewed, and 


we are led on agreeably from one 
ſubject to another, and by means of 
the variety are ſcarcely ſenſible of 
the length of our Service. The frame 


of our Liturgy is ſomewhat like the 
frame of the world; tis order in varie-f 
ty, and tho' all the parts are diffe- 


rent, yet the whole is conſiſtent and 
regular. 8 
7. What renders it yet more ex- 


cellent is it's comprehenſiveneſs, inclu- 


ding all that we can want or de- 
fire, The exhortation of the Apoltle 


Tim, ii. is religiouſly obſerved ; and /upplica- 


. 


tions, prayers, interceſſions and giving 


of 


[ 27 ] | 
of thanks are made for all men, for 
lings and for all that are in authori- 
. Indeed there is nothing that re- 
. either to ourſelves or others, 
nothing that concerns us either as 
men or members of ſociety, nothing 
that conduces to our happineſs in 
this world or the world to come, but 
is comprehended in ſome or other 
of the petitions. A form of prayer 
for general uſe could not well be 
made more particular; and it is eaſy, 
while the miniſter 1s reading it, with 
a ſudden glance of thought to ap- 
propriate and apply any paſſages to 


ourſelves and our own caſe. A 


great deal is expreſſed, but more is 


implied; and our devotions in our 
cloſets and in our families we can- 
not perhaps better expreſs than in the 
words of our Liturgy, it is fo ſuited to 
all ranks and conditions, and adapted 
to all wants and occaſions. 
8, The congregation have parti- 
cular reaſon to be pleaſed, as they 
” have 


[ 28] 
have a larger ſhare in our Service 
than in any other whatever: and the 
miniſter and people mutually raiſe 
and inflame each other's devotion. 
In the Church of Rome the congre- 
gation are ſo far from having any 
ſhare in the ſervice, that they do rel 
not ſo much as underſtand it; but I © 
the prieſt mutters over his Latin pray- I 8" 
ers to himſelf, and the people every I © 
one their particular prayers to them- th 
ſelves; and ſo they depart ſome ſoon- I © 
er and ſome later, juſt as they hap- “ 
pen to have finiſh'd their devotions, 
And among our Proteſtant Diſſenters 
there is 'commonly one long-winded 
tedious extemporary prayer; the people 
are only hearers, and they muſt hear 
before they can underſtand, and 
they muſt underſtand before they 
can approve, and they muſt approve 
before they can join in any petition, 
all which is impoſſible to be done in 
an inſtant while one is ſpeaking. It 
is a ſingular privilege therefore, that 
| our 


1 
our people enjoy, of bearing fo large 
| a part in our Service; and it is this 
chat properly denominates ours, what 
really none elſe is, a book of Com- 
non Prayer. 1 . 
In a word our Liturgy is in every 
reſpect excellently contrived and fitted 
to promote true devotion. The lan- 
guage is ſo plain as to be level to the 
capacities of the meaneſt, and yet 
the ſenſe ſo noble as to raiſe the con- 
ceptions of the greateſt. And the nan- 
xr, in which our Service is performed, 
is worthy of the natter; our Churches 
plain and ſolemn, neither painted 
and adorned like a theater on the 
one hand, nor yet intirely unadorned 
like a common room on the other ; 
our Veſtments ſuitable and becoming, 
and the very emblem of holineſs, for 
as St. John faith, the. fine linnen clean Rev. xix. 
and white is the righteouſneſs of Saints ; © 
our Ceremonies neither too many nor 
too few, ſuch as may excite and che- 
riſh and not ſuch as may diſtract and 
| diſſi- 


x Cor. xiv. done, decently and in order; and if 
40. 


viſion for us. 05 


to anſwer, but never incroach upon 


[ 30 ] 


diiſſipate our devotion. All things _ * 


done, as the Apoſtle would have them 


our piety is not eminent and conſpi- 
cuous in proportion to our advantage, 
it is becauſe we are wanting to our- 
ſelves, not becauſe our Church hath N pf; 
been wanting in making proper pro- 


As we have therefore ſuch an ex- 
cellent form of prayer, let us reve- 
rence it accordingly; reſort to it fre- 
quently; attend to it devoutly; ac- 
company it not only with our lips but 
with our hearts; repeat what we are 
to repeat, and anſwer where we are 


another's office, never repeat the Ab- 
ſolution after the miniſter, never ſay Ne 


our prayers aloud to diſturb the reſt 


prayer with our mind, and in every 


amen with our voice, and in all re- 


{pets behave like thoſe who are in 
the more immediate preſence of God; 
| -— 


a 
of the congregation; join in every Ii 
| 


. . 


L a2]. 

and then will the words of our mouths Saban 
and the meditations of our hearts & 
acceptable in thy fight, O Lord our 
flrength and our redeemer. And to 
this duty methinks we ſhould need 
no other exhortation than that of the 
pſalmiſt; and if we will not do it 
for love let us do it for fear; O wor- pal. 20. 
ſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs, o. 
fear before him all the = 

But /ove 1s a more generous princi- 
ple than fear: and how thankful 
ought we to be to our heavenly Fa- 
ther for having brought us up in 
the boſom of the beſt and pureſt 
Church upon earth? and how can 
we be duly ſenſible of our own 
happineſs without being defirous to 
communicate it to others? and what 
a pious and charitable work therefore 
is this of Yours in educating ſo ma- 
ny young children in the -principles 
of the Church of England, who might 
otherwiſe be made a prey to a fal/e 


religion, or abandon'd to 20 religion? 
Go 


1 5 
Go on then in the beneficent deſig 
that You have undertaken: it is! 
ſort of godlike office, out of the mouth 
of babes and ſucklings to ordain ſtrength, 
2 Cor. i. and perfect praiſe: And every may 
gag8ccording as he purpoſeth in his hear, 
Jo let him give, not grudgingly u 
, meceſſity; for God loveth a chear- 
ful giver. And what Chriſtian can 
have the heart to refuſe, when he 
remembers thoſe memorable words of 
Mat. xvi. Our Bleſſed Saviour? JJ/hoſo ſhall receive 
„„ ſuch little child in my. name, re. 
. ceiveth me. And again, Yerily I ſay 
unto You, In as much as ye have done 
it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my bre- 


thren, ye have done it unto ms. 


5 Phariſaiſm 


— —ﬀl. 
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Pbariſaiſim and Popery parallel d, 


IN A 

Or | 4 

a S KR M O IN 
an | 

he Preach'd in the ; 
= Pariſh Church of Sz. Mary-le-Bow, 


And Groſvenor Chapel, 


On occaſion of the preſent Rebellion in 
Scotland. Oclober 1745. 
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MAT. XXIII. 13 


. oe unto you Scribes ane Pharijees, 
hypocrites. 


BUNDANCE of exhorta- 
A tions and reproofs there are 
in Scripture, which tho di- 

rected to particular perſons, are yet 
of general uſe and importance. Even 
thoſe paſſages, which ſeem to be 
more peculiarly adapted to certain 
perſons and certain times, may yet 
afford inſtruction to all perſons and all 
times. And of this kind particular- 
ly is our Saviour's diſcourſe in the 
23d chapter of St. Matthew, which 
tho! ede directly at the Scribes 
and Phariſees, may yet ſerve for a 
rpetual warning againſt the vices 
of all thoſe who ſhall tread in their 
ſteps. The Seribes were the great 
doctors and expounders of the Jewiſh 


C 2 Law; 


1 


ver. 5. 


[ 36 ] 
Law; and becauſe they were uſually 
of the ſe& of the Phariſees, there- 
fore the Scribes and Phariſees are ſo 
frequently joined together in Scri 
ture: And becauſe they did al! their 
works to be ſeen of men, becauſe they 


honor'd God with their lips while their 


Mat. xv g. hearts were far from him, therefore 


ver. 25 3 0 


5 


our Saviour calleth them hypocrites, 
Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees, 
hypocrites, He obſerves that they 
fit in Moles ſcat, but then they ſay 
and do not: As perſons in authority 


they might be obey'd, but as ex- 


amples they were by no means to be 
follow'd. He denounces eight ſevere 
woes againſt them; and I wiſh a- 
mong Chriſtians there may not be 
ſome fitting in cathedra too, to whom 
theſe woes as properly appertain, as 
ever they did to the Scribes and 
Phariſees themſelves. Let us take 


a view of them in the order, where- 


in they lie in the chapter, and fee 
whether the vices of zho/e times are 
| n not 


- WF 8 
not to be parallel'd a0. At leaſt it 
will be of ſome uſe and ſervice to 
point out the rocks and ſhelves upon 
which the Scribes and Phariſees made 
ſhipwrack of faith and a good con- 9. 
ſcience, that ſo we may the more 
cautiouſly avoid them. For theſe 
things were written not for their ſakes, 
„but for our admonition upon whon the i Cor. x, 
ends of the world are come. EE: 
1. The farſt woe denounced againſt 
; 


dd A. ER . 


them is for their ſhutting up the king- 
dom of Heaven againſt men, neither ver. iz. 
going in themſelves, nor ſufferins = 
them that were entering to go in. 
They Hut up the kingdom of Heaven 
.  2gainft men, they did all they could 
to debar men from the true religion, 
neither embracing it zhemſefves, nor 
ſuffering others, who would have 
embraced it, to embrace it. St. Luke 
expreſſeth it more particularly by _ 
their :aking away the key of know- Luke x. 
ledge : they entered not in themſelves, ** 
and them that were entering in they 
C 3 Hinder d. 
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now if there be any called Chriſtians, 


L 38 ] 
hinder d. We muſt underſtand, that 
at the admiſſion of a 7ewiſh doctor 
a book and a key were given him, 
importing that he ſhould unlock and 
open, that he ſhould interpret and 
explain the Law of God to the people, 
It is in alluſion to this ceremony, 
that our Saviour ſaith, that the Scribes 
and Phariſees had talen away the hey 
of knowledge, that they had not duly 
opened and explained the Law of 
God to the people, particularly with 


relation to the Meſſiah. They had 


corrupted the true and genuin ſenſe 


of things by their falſe gloſſes and 


interpretations; and in numberleſs 
inſtances had nade the word of God 
of none eſtect by their traditions. And 


who thus aße away the key of know- 
ledge, and = up the 4 dom of 
Heaven againſt men, ups are. 
the truth themſelves, nor permitting 
others, who would examin things, 
to examin them, who would profeſs 
- ms 


1 39 1 1 
t the truth, to profeſs it; will not this 
r | woe as properly belong to them, as 
, ever it did to the Scribes and Pbari- 
i | fees? Every body, who hearcth me, 
| | muſt immediately reflect upon the 
| Biſhops and Clergy of the Church 
„Jof Rome, whole practiſe this is, of 
; | not permitting their members, who 
would examin things, to examin 
chem; a practiſe notorious to all, 
f 
| 


and denied by none. They not only 
perform their public prayers and the 
ſervice of God in an unknown tongue; 
| but will not even allow the people 
| | © much as to read the Scripture 
without a licenſe from theirSuperiors, 
the Biſhops or Inquiſitors. And this 
| licenſe they grant as a particular 
fayor, and never but at the recom- 
mendation of the Prieſt or Confeſſor 
and when they are pretty ſecure of 
the perſon to whom they grant it. 
And then, when they allow the 
Scripture to be read, they will allow 
it to be read only in their own 
Pa C4 tranſ- 


. 
tranſlations, and guarded and fenced 
with their own annotations. Here 
in England perhaps they may be a 
little more indulgent, where they are 
only upon ſufferance, and have not 


their people in ſuch ſubjection : But 


where their's is the eftabliſh'd reli- 
gion, and they have the power in 
their hands, there whoſoever pre- 
ſumes to read the Scripture without 
leave is denied abſolution, and in 
ſome countries it is well if he be not 
thrown into the priſon of the Inqui- 
ſition. It would make the people 
| ſome amends for ſuch a manifeſt 
abuſe, if they inſtructed them in 
their duty by other means; but they 
have nothing of the body and ſub- 


Nance of morality or divinity in their 


ſermons and diſcourſes: They build 
them (if I may thus apply a meta- 


1 Cor. ii, Phor from St. Paul) with the hay and 


/ubble of their Legends and School- 


men, and not with the luer and 


gold of Moſes and the Prophets or 


of. 


5 Pahl 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. They 
| eclipſe and extinguiſh as much as 
they can the light of Scripture, and 
ſt up the ignis fatuus of tradition 
in it's ſtead. There is no need of 
arguments to expoſe ſuch a practiſe. 
It is ſo contrary to all the principles 
of reaſon, ſo repugnant to the natural 
rights of mankind, ſo deſtructive of 
the very end and deſign for which 
the Scripture was given, that the 
abſurdity, the tyranny, the irreligion 
of it ſufficiently expoſe themſelves: 
And really one knoweth not which 
to wonder at moſt, the cruelty and 
arrogance of their Clergy for acting 
in this manner, or the tameneſs and 
ſtupidity of their Laity in ſuffering it. 
2. The next woe denounced 
againſt the Scribes and Phariſees is 
for devouring widows houſes and at the ver. , 
fame time for a pretence making long 
prayers. They were very ſanctified 
in appearance, but in reality they 
oppreſſed the widows and fatherleſs. 
. | They 


| [9] 
They made their prayers of an in- 
tolerable length, and by theſe mean; 
impoſed upon the credulity and 
2 Tim. i. ſu perſtition of fly women. A learn. 
ed Commentator ſays that they con- 
tinued their prayers ſometimes far 
three hours, and perhaps fold then 
as the Roma, prieſts do their maſſe, 
Now it is certain the Roman prieſt 
are not only ſeemingly very religiou 
and really very extortionate, but are 
extortionate by the means of religion, 
and make their prayers and maſle 
the grand pretence for their exaction 
One of the greateſt funds of the 
Church is the money they dray 
from diſconſolate widows to pray 
the ſouls of their husbands and chil- 


Whitby. 


dren out of Purgatory. 80 litterally 


ttue it is, that zhey devour widow 
| houſes and for a pretence make long 
prayers; therefore they ſhall receive 
the greater damnation. 
3. The third woe denounced 
againſt the Scribes and P — is 


1 


for compaſſing ſea and land to male ver. 15. 


one proſelyte, and when he is made mak- 
ing him two-fold more the child o 
Hell than themſelves. To illuftrate 
this text Commentators cite a paſſage 
out of Juſtin Martyr, wherein he 
fays, that the proſelytes do not only not 
believe, but even two-fold more than 
you (ſpeaking to the Fews) blaſpheme 
the name of Fe/us. And generally 
we may obſerve that the converts to 
any religion are greater zealots for it 
than thoſe who were born and bred 
up in it, I ſuppoſe the better to ſhew 
the ſincerity of their converſion, and 
to recommend themſelves the more 
effectually to their new maſters and 
companions. Now the diligence of 
the Roman prieſts and miſſionaries in 
compaſling ſea and land to make pro- 
ſelytes is not at all inferior to that of 
the Scribes and Phariſees. It is really 
* Or I TeoghAvT0t 8 waver & TISEULO? ANA urkk- 
Tipo bed (Judzos alloquitur) gas opnuroy &s To you 
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a diſtinguiſhing part of their cha- 
racter, and I wiſh the preſent time 
did not afford ſuch melancholy proof 
of it. But this we may fay, it is 
owing to our weakneſs and not to 
their own ſtrength, that they pte. 
vail. While we are aſleep, they foy 
their tares. If we would but awake, 
we ſhould find their beſt argument 
no ſtronger than the green withs upon 
Sampſen's hands; but while we lie 
ſleeping in the lap of Delilab, in 
luxury and pleaſure, they cut off 
our hair and deprive us of our 
ſtrength. It is indeed among the 
poorer ſort chiefly that they prevail 
by bribes, which they call charitie. 

They do not ſo properly nabe con- 

verts, as purchaſe them: and as Si. 

AB. vii, nn Magus thought that the gift f 
20. God might be purchaſed with money; 
ſo they make merchandiſe and ſi- 

mony of ſouls, and b them into 

their communion, Tis true this me- 

thod doth little honor to them, but 


it 


Judg. xvi. 
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++ is the more dangerous to us, as it 
z in a manner inliſting men into their 
ſervice; for every convert they make 
is not only the loſs of a member to 
the Church, but of a ſubje& to the 
King, the new converts, as we ob- 
ſerved, being commonly greater bi- 
gots, and o- fold more the children of 
Hell than thoſe who convert them. 

4. The fourth woe denounced a- 
gainſt the Scribes and Phariſees is for 
their vain diſtinctions of oazhs, what ge. 
were binding and what were not, 
when they were all alike obligatory. 
And will not this again put us in 
mind of the Schoolmen and Caſuiſts 
of the Church of Rome, ſo remark- 
able for ſplitting of hairs, and mak- 
ing of diſtinctions where there is no 
difference? They know how to 
diſpenſe with the neceſſity of keep- 
ing faith with Hereticks, They can 
inſtru people how to take an oath 
without any intention of fulfilling 
it, or after they have taken it can in- 
e vent 


| 
| 
| 
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vent ſubterfuges and evaſions, look; L. 
the moſt ſolemn tyes and engagemeng, ¶ tic 
diſcharge kings from their duty to then I {: 
ſubjects, and abſolve ſubjects from I ft 
their allegiance to their king and li 
country. They are the maſters of the In 
whole art of equivocations and men. I C 
tal reſervations; and can exactly de. Ne 
fine and diſtinguiſh how a man may In 
falſify without lying, and forſwear Ib 
himſelf without perjury. The Scribe Ir 
and Phariſees hypocrites were nothing « 
to them in thele reſpects. The copy 
here infinitely ſurpaſſes the original. 
5. The fifth woe denounced againſt « 
the Scribes and Phariſees is for paying 
tithe of mint and aniſe and cummin, 
for being ſuperſtitious and preciſe in 
the little rituals and ceremonials of 
religion, and at the ſame time .omit- 
ting the weightier matters of the lau, 
Judgment or juſtice, mercy or charity, 
and faith or truſt in God, walking 
Micah vi. Bumbly with God as it is in the 
15 prophet Micah, the love of God as 
it is in the parallel place of St. 
| 0 | Luke, 


ver. 23. 
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Luke. And will not this denuncia- 
tion affect all ſuch Chriſtians, as are 
ſcrupulouſly obſervant of poſitive in- 
ſtitutions, and at the ſame time neg- 
ligent of moral duties? And will it 
not more particularly affect thoſe 
n. Chriſtians, who are wonderfully 
e. exact in counting their beads and 
y muttering over ſo many Ave Mary's; 
ir but make no ſcruple of fomenting 
2; © rebellions, blowing up Parlaments, 
overturning kingdoms, and maſla- 
cring a Whole people? who would 
not for ever ſo much violate a vow 
of chaſtity by marriage, but are 
not ſo nice and tender in violating 
the ſame by fornication or adultery ? 
who are very circumſtantial in their 
forms and ceremonies, their croſſin 
and geſticulations at the altar; but 
eſteem it no manner of ſacrilege to 
take away ebe cup of bleſſing, and the 
communion of the blood f Chriſt from 
the people? whowill hardly and not 
without impoſing ſevere penances ab- 


ſolve 


— 88 
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ſolve a man from the leaſt offene 
committed againſt their Holy Moths; 
the Church; but in other caſes art 
. as looſe Confeſſors, as in theſe they 
are ftrict and rigid, and provide | 
a man be but. a zealot for their reli. 
gion and rich withal and bountiful 
to Churches and Moniaſteries, . the 
have ftore of pardons and indulpen- 
ces for him, and tho he hath liel 
ever ſo profligate he may die in 
peace? Surely it may be ſaid to ſuch 
men with the greateſt truth and juſ 
ver. 24. tice, Te blind guides, 'who ſtrain ata 
| gnat, but fwallow a camel. 
6. The ſixth woe denounced + 
gainft the Scribes and Phariſees is for 
ver. 23. their making clean the outhide of il 
cup and of the platter, but being with- 
in full of extortion aud exceſs, full if 
ravening and wickedneſs, as St. Luk 
nag = expreſſeth it. The Phariſees wer 
very ſuperſtitious. and exact in ther 
paſhings and purifications ; The Pha- 
5. riſees waſh oft, fays St. Mark, hold- 
9 1 
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ing the tradition of the elders; and 


many other things there be which they 
have received to hold as the waſhing 
cups and pots, braſen veſſels and of 
ll zables. And are not the Papiſts like- 
. wiſc very ſuperſtitious and exact in 
fu their waſhing and ſprinkling of them- 
i felves and the things which belong to 
chem with their holy water? It would 
elbe ridiculous even to recite the won 
n derful vittues, which they attribute 
all tothis holy water, and the many 
ſuperſtitious uſes to which they ap- 
phy it. They hardly ever go into or 
out of a Church, but they are ſprink- 


TY kd with ſome of it. On ſolemn days 
TY the Prieft attends to perform that 
office, and at other times they ſerve 
> themſelves with it from a font placed 
near the Church-door for that pur- 
k poſe, like one of our fonts for 

I tiſm. Thus do they like the Phari- 
ul fees make clean the outhae of the cup 
| and of the platter; and whether they 


are not within too, like the Phari/ees, 
: * full 


SS 


| T9] 
full of extortion and exceſs, of raven. 
ing and wickedneſs, let their whole 
= en declare, which ſeemeth cal- 
culated for nothing elſe but to op- 
preſs the liberty and uſurp the pro- 
perty of mankind. Well therefore 
might our Saviour ſay, and well may I. 
ver. 26. we ſay, Thou blind Phariſee, Thou el 
blind Papiſt, cleanſe fir/t that which I 
is within the cup and platter, that U. 
the outfide of them may be clean alſo; 
ſprinkle thy heart with holy water; nl 
and let the thoughts of that be good, I 
and the works of thy hands will be I" 


good allo. 5 
7. The ſeventh woe denounced = 
againſt the Scribes and Phariſees is ” 


rer. 27. for being /ike unto whited ſepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful out- 

ward, but are within full of dead * 

men's bones and of all uncleanneſs. ö 

Even ſo ye alſo, ſays our Saviour, ) 
outwardly appear righteous, unto men, of 

but within are full of hypocriſy and 
2 Tim. ii. iniquity. In ſhort they had & form 5 


5 of an 


„„ 

of godlineſs, but denied the power there- 
#; and ſuch there are among Chriſ- 
tans as well as among the Jews. 
Particular men it is hard to judge; 
but it is certain no ſect have more of 
the form and ſbew and pageantry of 
religion than the Romaniſis; and it 
js to be feared none have leſs of the 
power of it, as where there are moſt . 
leaves, there commonly is leaſt fruit. 

l with it is not even literally true of 
their religious houſes, conſidering the 

magnificence of the buildings, and 
what things are tranſacted within 
them; I fay I wiſh it is not even 
literally true, that they appear in- 
deed beautiful outward, but are with- 
in full of all uncleanneſs. It is the 
prerogative of God alone to know 
the hearts of men: but ſurely ſo ma- 
ny forms and ceremonies are enough 
to eat out the very lite and ſubſtance 
of religion; and if all was pure and 
genuin, what need of ſo mech paint 
and varniſh? A plain neatneſs and 
. ſim- 


ver. 20, 


ſimplicity in dreſ and behaviour i 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 
the beauty of halme/s as well as of 


living. They built the tombs of the 


of the righteous, and at the ſame time 
filled up the meaſure of their fathers 
— killing aud cruciſyiug ſome prophet 


and wiſe men, ſcourging and per ſeci. 


God, or the Son of God bleſſed i 
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other beauty. Its greateſt ornament 
is to want none. 


8. The laſt woe denounced 3. 


gainſt the Scribes and Phari/ees is fo 
their honoring of dead Saints, at the 
ſame time when they perſecuted the 


prophets, and garniſhed the Jepulchrn 


ting others from city io city. Butthe 
Papiſts far exceed them; for they no 
only build the tombs of the prophet 
and garniſh the ſepulchres of therightt 
645, but honor them with coſtly ſhrine 
and rich offerings, and make as mi 
ny prayers and vows to them as 1 


ever. Nor are they leſs uncharitabk 


and cruel in perſecuting the living 


than 


h__ pc 7 


m_ ww R@qQ 2 
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FRA they are fond and ſuperſtitious 
in honoring the dead. We need not 
look abroad for inſtances; our own 
annals will furniſh us with pages 
enow written, as I may ſay, in cha- 
racters of blood. We need not go 
ſo far as the perſecutions in Ger- 
many, or the maſſacre in France; 
the butcheries in the reign of Queen 
Mary, the powder-plot in the reign 
of King James the firſt, and the 
maſſacre of above 100,000 Proteſ- 
tants in Ireland in the reign of his 
ſon, will ſtand as monuments of 
their cruelty, as long as ever the na- 


tion or hiſtory of England ſhall laſt. 
And if we ſhould ſtill connive at 


the growth of Popery, and ſuffer 
their numbers to increaſe as they 
have done of late years, who can be 


our ſecurity, that the like bloody 
ttagedies may not, and will not be 


acted again? They cannot indeed do 


what the Scribes and Phariſees did, 
erucify the Lord of glury; but they do 
"SW 
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as much like it as they poſſibly can, 
they perſecute him in his diſciples 
and followers, thoſe who adhere to 
his doctrine, thoſe who tread in his 
ſteps. And we know very well, 
that the injuries done to his diſciples 


our Saviour reſents as done to him- 


Act. ix. 5. 


ſelf. J am Jeſus whom thou perſe- 
cuteſt, ſaid he to Paul when he per- 


ſecuted the poor Chriſtians; and in 


another place (whether of acts of | 


mercy or acts of cruelty it is the 


Mat, x xv. 
49, 45+ 


ſame) Inaſmuch as ye have done it 


unto the leaft of theſe my brethren 


2 have done it unto me. 


And thus, I think, it appears that 


every woe denounced againſt the 


Seribes and Phariſees is at leaſt equal- 


ly applicable, if not more applicable, 
to the Prieffs and Votaries of the 
Church of Rome. Indeed it is almoſt 
impoſſible to read this account of 


the former, without thinking at the 
ſame time of the latter. The like- 


nels is ſo very great, the reſemblance 
| | is 


1 
is ſo very ſtrong, that it ſtriketh one 
immediately. Nor are theſe the on- 


ly features, wherein they reſemble 
one another. The Phariſees faſted Mat. is. 
oft according to St. Matthew; and "0 


do not the Papiſts likewiſe keep fre- 
quent faſts and vigils? The Phari- 


ſees, as St. Luke and St. Fohn inform gg wv. 
us, counted thoſe, who differed from 16 


; 9 3 25 John. vii. 
them, Heretics and accunſed: and do 45- 


not the Papiſts likewiſe call all thoſe 
Heretics who are of a different per- 
ſuaſion, and exclude all Proteſtants + 
from all hopes of falvation? - The 
Phariſees were ſtrenuous aſſertors of 
the privileges and immunities of the 
people of God; they were always 


for leſſening the authority of the 


civil magiſtrate, and advancing their 


own; they even doubted whether it 


was lawful to pay tribute unto Cæſar or Mas. xxi. 
not: and do not the Popiſh Clergy 7 
likewiſe plead their particular privi- 


leges and exemptions? have they not in 


all times endevor d to raiſe the power 


D 4 eccleſi- 


[ 56 ] 


eccleſiaſtical upon the ruins of the | 


civil power? Hiſtory abounds with 
examples in this kind: but fix upon 
che reign of our brave Henry the 
ſecond, and ſee whether their re- 
nown'd Thomas Becket be not a ſaint 
and a martyr for the very fame 
reaſons, for which we ſhould reckon 
him, and juſtly reckon him, a rebel 
to his king and a zraytor to his 
country. The Phariſees ſuffer d that 

art of the temple, which was a 
* 55 of prayer for all nations, to 


be made 2 den of thieves: and is it 


not notorious, that the Papiſts make 

their Churches their ſanctuaries, and 
ſanctuaries for the vileſt of robbers 
and murderers? We have traced the 
compariſon no farther than we have 
the authority of Scripture; farther 
we might trace it: but for my part 
I take no gfeat pleaſure in drawing 
the parallel; J am more ſorry that 
they give the occaſion, — 


The 
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The true uſe and deſign of this 
diſcourſe is not merely to expoſe 
their faults, but to expoſe them ſo 
as that we may avoid them; and 
that ſince the Papiſts and Phariſees 


are ſo like one another, we may take 
effectual care to be like neitber. Our 


Saviour ſaid to his diſciples, Except Ma. v. 


your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the * 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven: And what 
then will He fay to thoſe Chriſtians, 
who are ſo far from exceeding. the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, that they even adopt their 
greateſt vices and improve them ? 
And what a horrid and impious 
attempt then is this to impoſe Popery 
upon us with a Popiſh Pretender, 
for a Popiſh Prince would ſoon make 


way for the Popiſh religion, and 


the Popiſh religion is attended with 
all theſe evils which you have heard, 
and many more! The Prozeflant 

JOY religion 


LT) 
religion can be ſupported only by 
ſupporting the Proteſtant ſucceſſinn; 
and if it ſhould pleaſe God for out 
ſins to puniſh us with a change 
But do not Thou, O gracious Lord 
God, for the many and crying fins 
of this nation, deliver us over into 
the hands of our enemies, nor puniſh 
us according to our iniquities, but 
protect and proſper us after thy great 
mercy and goodneſs ---- But if it 
ſhould pleaſe God for our fins to 
puniſh us with a change, what a 
change would it be! a change from 
liberty to ſlavery, from the pureſt 
religion to the groſſeſt idolatry and 
ſuperſtition, from a mighty kingdom 
to a province of France, from a 
floriſhing Church to a ſervile depen- 
dency upon the See of Rome, from 
the legal and mild government of a 
Proteſtant King to the arbitrary ex- 
actions and heavy oppreſſions of a 
Popiſh Tyrant! Nor let any be de- 
luded with a vain notion, that he 
Y would 


11 
would be contented with the enjoy- 
ment of his religion, and leave us 
freely to exerciſe our own; even tho 
he ſhould make ſuch/a promiſe and 
declaration. They muſt be very 
willing to be deceived indeed, who 
can be deceived by ſuch empty pre- 
tences. For it is the nature of that 
religion not to tolerate any other, 
but to endevor to build and eſtabliſn 
itſelf upon the ruins of all: and they 
will ſtop at nothing right or wrong 
for this purpoſe, the goodneſs of the 
end, as they think, will ſanctify the 


moſt wnrighteous means: and in fact 


there never was a Popiſh Prince, but 
he attempted to make his own the 
religion of his country, and has too 


often ſucceded in the attempt, as 


Saxony, the Palatinate, and other 
countries once Proteſtant, now op- 


preſs d with Popery, can teſtify. And 


for any promiſes and proteſtations 
which ſuch a Prince may be induced 
og to 
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to make, we know very well that 
he may be diſpenſed with to make 
them, and diſpenſed with from keep- 
ing them; it is the profeſs'd doctrine 
of that Church, that they are not 
obliged to keep faith with Heretics, 
and eſpecially when the good of 
their Church requires otherwiſe, 
which is ſuperior to all other obliga- 
tions. And if we have not ye 
learned this from their doctrines, we 
may learn it from their practiſes, 
and the experience of former ages. 
When Queen Mary was firſt pro- 
claimed, ſhe engaged to the men of 
Suffolk who had been the principal 
inſtruments of her advancement to 
the throne, that ſhe would make n 
change or alteration in the flate of 
religion, and declared in Council 
that ſhe would uſe no force in matters 
of religion, but leave every one t0 
enjoy liberty of conſcience; and yet 
every child knoweth what cruelties 

we 
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were afterwards committed in her 
reign, how many excellent Biſhops 
and Martyrs were burnt at the ſtake, 
how many others were impriſon d, 


fin d, and tortur'd, or fled their 


country, and this floriſhing iſland 


became a ſcene of deſolation and a 


field of blood! And in like manner 


King James the ſecond upon his 
acceſſion declared in Council (which 
declaration was printed and diſperſed 
amongſt the people) that he would 
preſerve the government in Church 
and State as it was eftabliſhed by 


law; nay he would always take care 


10 defend and ſupport the Church of 
England. And what he faid to his 


Council, he repeated again in his 


ſpeech to the Parlament, and in the 


very ſame words, the better to evidence 


10 You, ſays he, that I Spoke them 
not by chance, and conſequently that 
you may firmly rely upon a promiſe 


/o ROY made. And yet how this 


promiſe 
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promiſe ſo ſolemnly made and his 
coronation: oath were obſerved b 

him, no body need be told; all the 
world ſufficiently knows ac re- 
members. And can any of his pre- 
tended deſcendents give us ſtronger 
aſſurances than theſe? or are they 
more to be depended upon, and 
better to be truſted? they who have 
been bred up in the very boſom of 


Rome, and conſequently are more 


bigotted and devoted to it, and 
under ſtronger obligations to promote 


it's intereſts: they who can never 


ſucceed here without the ſupport 
and aſſiſtance of our inveterate and 


implacable enemies, and conſequently 


if they ſucceed muſt eſtabliſh the 


arbitrary government of France or 


Spain, as well as the corrupt and 


cruel religion of Rome! We may 
frame ſome judgment of their in- 
tentions and purpoſes by their ad- 


herents, who are nothing but a 


wicked 
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wicked crew of robbers and plunderers, 
or if of any religion Scozch and Iriſb 
Papiſts. Every Engliſpman and 
Proteſtant muſt abhor ſuch an un- 
natural conſpiracy. and - rebellion; 
the wiſeſt and moſt moderate of the 
Papiſts themſelves cannot approve it; 
it can be favord only by the moſt 
deſperate bigots of that religion 
among ourſelves, and foreign Popiſh 
ſervants and others, of whom it is 
matter of loud and general complaint 
that there is ſo great a number in 
the nation, and thoſe chiefly in the 
beſt and greateſt families. God 
give us grace and wiſdom that we 
may ſee the things which belong unto 
our peace before they are hid from 
our eyes] And ſurely you will not 
need any other admonition; it will 
be ſufficient to admoniſh you in the 
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words of St. Peter: Ye therefore, 2 pet. ii. 


beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe things 
before, beware leſt ye alſo being led 
i away 
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